Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 90 K, P = 0.0 kPa; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.7.
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Comment
Title compound I was synthesized as part of a project targeting the synthesis of tryptophan and other tyrosine derivatives (Shui, 1994) . The molecule occupies a crystallographic inversion center and consists of two 3-substituted 1H-indole moieties linked by a (1E,2E)-1,2-dimethylenehydrazine bridge, one of numerous examples in which two aromatic ring systems are joined by this 4-atom bridge. The bridge geometry is consistent with that found, for example, in Ph-CH═N -N═CH-Ph [CAS:1048662-10-7, Mom & de With (1978) ; Burke-Laing & Laing (1976) ; CSD:BZAZIN02, BZAZIN11, respectively, Allen (2002) ]. The geometry of the indole is also consistent with that found in other 1,3disubstituted indoles [e.g., CSD:OBAVIW, CAS:256391-53-4, Biswas et al. (1999) ].
Experimental
The synthesis of I is detailed by Shui (1994) , who prepared a suitable single-crystal by recrystallization from dichloromethane.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, guided by difference maps, with C-H bond distances 0.95 (aromatic C) and 0.99 (alkyl C) Å, and U iso =1.2U eq , thereafter refined as riding.
Computing details
Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 2000) ; cell refinement: HKL SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor 1997) ; data reduction: HKL DENZO and SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor 1997) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS86 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX publication routines (Farrugia, 1999 View of (I) (50% probability displacement ellipsoids) Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 135.4 (2) O1-C11-H11A 108.5 C8-C3-C2 106.41 (19) C12-C11-H11A 108.5 C5-C4-C3 119.3 (2) O1-C11-H11B 108.5 C5-C4-H4 120.3 C12-C11-H11B 108.5 C3-C4-H4 120.3 H11A-C11-H11B 107.5 C4-C5-C6 121.0 (2) C13-C12-C17 118.5 (2) C4-C5-H5 119.5 C13-C12-C11 118.9 (2) C6-C5-H5 119.5 C17-C12-C11 122.5 (2) C7-C6-C5 121.3 (2) C12-C13-C14 120.8 (2) C7-C6-H6 119.4 C12-C13-H13 119.6 C5-C6-H6 119.4 C14-C13-H13 119.6 C6-C7-C8 117.2 (2) C15-C14-C13 120.5 (2) C6-C7-H7 121.4 C15-C14-H14 119.7 C8-C7-H7 121.4 C13-C14-H14 119.7 N2-C8-C7 128.7 (2) C16-C15-C14 119.3 (3) N2-C8-C3 108.3 (2) C16-C15-H15 120.4 C7-C8-C3 123.0 (2) C14-C15-H15 120.4 C9-N2-C8 108.20 (19) C15-C16-C17 120.2 (3) C9-N2-C10 125.7 (2) C15-C16-H16 119.9 C8-N2-C10 126.11 (19) C17-C16-H16 119.9 N2-C9-C2 110.3 (2) C16-C17-C12 120.7 (2) N2-C9-H9 124.9 C16-C17-H17 119.6 C2-C9-H9 124.9 C12-C17-H17 119.6
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